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House Bill 13-1292:  This legislation is complicated, but benefits Colorado’s economy in several ways. Current law, referred to as “Colorado 80 percent labor law,” requires construction projects financed in whole or part by state funds employ a workforce of at least 80 percent Colorado residents for certain classifications of skilled and common labor. 

   HB 1292 requires that the Colorado Department of Labor and Employment (CDLE) to enforce the 80 percent requirement, and extends this requirement to each phase of work completed for a project. 

   Waiver of the 80 percent requirement is available to the agency financing a project if there is reasonable “evidence to demonstrate there is not sufficient Colorado labor available to perform the work.” 

   Here are additional points most Coloradans are likely not aware of governing the 80 percent labor law:

· competitive sealed best value bidding is added to the law which allows the entity soliciting bids to consider factors other than cost, such as a vendor’s employment practices or reliability when awarding a bid;  

· the bill also adds to competitive sealed best value bidding a requirement that a state agency, including an institution of higher education, must disclose its rationale for selecting a particular bidding process after it enters into a contract for a construction project;

· disclosure requirements require that prospective vendors for state contracts much disclose where services will be performed and whether any services are anticipated to be performed outside the state of Colorado, including if outside the United States;

· disclosure must be made as to why it is necessary or advantageous to go outside the state to perform the contract, but modifies the requirement as to subcontracted services anticipated to be performed outside the state; 

· if after a contract is signed, a vendor must provide written notice if it decides to subcontract work outside the state; 

· vendors must certify that work under a contract will be performed in the United States or must seek a waiver of this requirement; and

· iron and steel products must be manufactured in the United States and on projects costing more than $500,000.00, contractors are required to disclose to the Department of Personnel and Administration the cost and country of origin of the five most costly goods used on a project. 

Lead Sponsors of House Bill 13-1292:  Representatives Sanford E. Lee (D-El Paso) 866-2932, and Dan Pabon (D-Denver) 866-2954; and Senators Andy Kerr (D-Jefferson) 866-4859, and Jeanne Nicholson (D-Boulder, Denver, Gilpin, and Jefferson) 866-4873.

Senate Bill 13-188:  SB 188 concerns a matter that only a small segment of the population probably knows about – a program that gives landowners a preference for hunting licenses to encourage hunting on private property. 

   SB 188 replaces the current landowner preference programs with a single program that: 

· establishes requirements for the land, including minimum size and wildlife carrying capacity;

· allocates the number of licenses based on the size of the land, from one license for the first 160 acres to a maximum of 19 licenses for 11,440 acres;

· limits the percentage of hunting licenses in a restricted game management unit (a geographical area identified by the Department of Natural Resources) that is allocated to the program to between 10 and 25 percent; 

· makes unused licenses available to landowners prior to the general public; 

· authorizes an owner to transfer vouchers for the licenses to hunters but prohibits brokering and restrictions on the vouchers; and 

· authorizes Parks and Wildlife to disqualify a landowner or hunter from the program for up to five years if she or he does not comply with the provisions of the program. 
   Under current law, big game hunting licenses were allocated to agricultural landowners through a system of transferable vouchers. The Wildlife Conservation Application Program manages four programs:  the Traditional Landowner Preference Program, the Priority Landowner Preference Program, the Elk Pilot Program and the Pronghorn Pilot Program, with more than 6,000 properties enrolled in the current preference program. The current preference program includes more than 6,000 enrolled properties. 

   The introduced bill was amended with this language included here in quotes, “after determining a landowner is eligible and in compliance with this section [Section 1, Colorado Revised Statute 33-4-103] the Division shall issue” the landowner applications for licenses permitting the hunting of deer, elk, pronghorn, and other such species, except for moose, rocky mountain big horn sheep, desert big horn sheep and rocky mountain goat.  (Writer’s emphasis added.) 
   This bill raises a serious safety issue. Of concern would be if your neighbor enrolls his or her property, and a big game hunting license is issued to someone using ammunition that travels miles; obviously such ammunition could travel well past the boundary of a 160-acre property.
   The bill passed out of the Committee on Appropriations with minor amendment and referred to the Committee of the Whole with favorable recommendation. 
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 12-188:  Senators Lois Tochtrop (D-Adams) 866-4863 and Gail Schwartz (D-Chaffee, Delta, Eagle, Gunnison, Hinsdale, Lake, and Pitkin) 866-4871; and Representative Edward Vigil (D-Alamosa, Conejos, Costilla, Huerfano, Mineral, Pueblo, Rio Grande, Saguache) 866-2916.
Senate Bill 13-251:  Those persons not in the country legally and driver’s license is an emotional issue these days. SB 251 repeals the “prohibition against issuing a driver’s license or identification card to a person who is not lawfully present in the U.S. and sets documentary standards for proof of identity and residency.” 

   SB 252, if passed and signed by the Governor as significantly amended by the Committee on Judiciary, “allows the state to issue a driver’s license, minor’s driver’s license, instruction permit or state-issued identification card (state-issued documents) to a non-citizen resident of Colorado who cannot provide proof of lawful presence in the United States.” 

   Certain additional requirements must be met for such persons to be eligible for a state-issued document – proof must be provided of Colorado residency, Colorado income tax returns, a federal individual taxpayer identification number (ITIN), and proof of identity issued by the applicant’s county of origin. A big additional to all these requirements – document will have the word “noncitizen” printed on it! 
Lead Sponsors of Senate Bill 13-251:  Senator Jessie Ulibarri (D-Adams) 866-4857) and John P. Morse (D-El Paso) 866-6364; and Representative Jovan Melton (D-Arapahoe) 866-2919. 
   The reader’s comments or questions are always welcome.  E-mail me at doris@dorisbeaver.com.
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